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his chubby little body relaxing with n
sigh, he hied to his tryst with the little
Indian Snnd Mnn.

"How docs It Imppcn," Ashe naked
quietly, "that he Is' interested in such
things?"

"A little boy Ilonnte's ngc Is Inter-
ested In everything In the world."

"Dut to brnnd tho poor old senator
as n bad man, to hint nt stntc's prison
for him

"Is just Ilonnlc'a wny of mixing
things. Ho heard mc reading something
from the paper to innmmn; ho saw this
picture nnd supposed thnt this was tho
mnn I was rending nliout."

"Whom wcro you reading nbout?" be
asked quickly.

"A man named Robert Ashe. They
call lilm I,ndyfingcr!f. You have heard
about the attempt at robbing Mrs.
Stcthcrll? She is "

"I am her Kecretnry," he answered
in the voUn which It hnd been his busi-
ness to make steady upon occasions like
this. "Yes. I have read of it."

"Oh!" She loked at him curiously.
"So you arc Mr. Steele?"

"cs. I should have given you m
name before now, shouldn't 1? Hut
somehow I suppose It's be-
cause they're so new to me. th woods
scorn to mo to make any sort of nn In- -

injunction idiotic. It seems as if, out
hero, it didn't matter who n man was,
just what ho was. "

"Thot's equally true anywhere, isn't
it? when you conic right down to it.""It ought to be."

He picked up his pipe, filled It ngnin,
his eyes on Itonnle while ho lighted It.

"Tell mc," ho nsked abruptly, with-
out pausing to seek a reason for the
question, "what do you make of this
Ladyflngcrs?"

Again she looked at him curiously.
Ho met her clear eyes smilingly,
frankly as

a
was his way. . ...ny, sne answered, "he Is ni

tnicf, isn't he? Wlint could I mnlto of
Mm but just that? Wlint ho has made
ot Himself:, what Itonnle calls n bad
mnn," sho ended smiling.

llut thnt didn't satisfy him. Sud-
denly he wanted her opinion of Lady
fingers. It was Important thnt he
should have It. Not merely brcuuso she
was the daintiest llower of a girl he
had ever seen, not that the physical
charm of her, thu glowing loveliness,
made her opinion more to be desired
thnn that of n less radiant sister, but
rather because of mi emotion which
ho could not quite' have snared Into
words. It was perhaps a little because
this girl was so nntipodally set upart
In her life and in her soul's life from
the sort of thing which had grown to
be n part of Ladyfingera, the debonair
thief, thnt ho desired her Judgment.

"He Is nil bad, I suppose?" he nsked
carelessly.

Sho did not nnswer, but seemed to
hnve grown a hit thoughtful.

"When we rend a newspaper account
of such n mnn," lie went on, stubborn
in his determination, "I wonder if we
remember or forget thnt he Is perhaps
after all human?"

Her thoughtfulness had deepened.
Her hand Iny very still uport-th-e sleep-
ing baby's curls.

"I think thnt I remember," she
slowly. "Jleeauso "

"IlecausoV" he prompted her.
"Ilecmise of Itonnle!"
"Honnle?" Whnt could nonnie have

to do with Lndyflngers?
She nodded gravely. He mnrvcled nt

the softness of her eyes.
"I nm ulmost Itonnle'H mother," she

explained. "You see, mntnmii is not
nt nil strong. Itonnle comes to 1110

tor almost everything. And sometimes
I have wondered what would Imppcn
to him, Into what sort of n man he
should grow somo day if ho hadn't nny
one to wntch him grow up. If bv any
Iinrribln chnnce ho were left alone In n
big city upon the streets just ns lit-ti- n

Ilobert Asho was."
Asho wus startled.
"You seem to know nil nbout him,"

he wild quickly.
"Only n little. Only what I hnve

read in the papers. Ills nnmo has been
In them more thnn once. His motTtcr
died when he wns Hvo or six years old.
It seems thnt he Is hardly more than a
boy now. It Is just pitiful. And so.
if you wnnt to know whnt I think
nbout I.nd lingers, it is just that he has
not been btrong enough to be strnlght
when It was so easy to be crooked. And
thnt I am sorry for him."

"Sorry for him?" lnughed Ashe.
He seems to be getting nwny with the

gnmo nil right."
She shook her head again, n great

look of wisdom in tho young eyes.
,"Yo" S""'' Rct ,,wny with n thing

like thnt," sho said. "That's a law
that men didn't make. I think you've
got to pay, sooner or later. I was
rending a book the other day that made
me think. It snld that ho who sins
must pay. I think that Is. true."

"The prison " ho began. Ilut
she interrupted.

"I don't mean that. I mean thnt
nod makes, you pay or nature. If
you eat things thnt nre not good for
you, you get sick. Thnt's pnying for
it. Poor Ilobert Asho will hnve to pay
somo day for whnt lie Iiiib done."

"I wonder how?" mused Ashe.
"If he lover his freedom, maybe bv

being shut up in n Jnil. If he wants to
live strnlght when It Is too late, mnvbe
by finding thnt It Is too late. If he lias
it friend, mnyhe by bringing suffering
to him. If he should love some one
very much or some one love him very
much, by milking thnt some 0110 very
sail. Mnybu Jim by spoiling his own
life; maybe, If he is not nil bad, by
spoiling the lives of other people."

"I hnve the Idea," he said then,
"thnt he plays 11 lone hand in the
pnmo of life."

"Hut he can't! Kvery one has some
one to care about him, even if he Is no
older thnn Honnle here, even If he
knows only 11 hnndful of people."

She spoke with simple posltlvcncR.
It Is the boys nnd girls of I lie world
who theorize upon the main springs of
life, who coolly nttack the big Issues.
who dine say, "This I so, Thnt is not
so!" who strugglo with matters as
'urge nnd iinanswernble is eternltv.
who generalize, nnd who. often enough,
see the linked truth clearly. So Knld.
younger even thnn Ashe, who wus but
tweiily-one- . spoke now.

"If you should come to know n man
like I.ndvfingers " Ashe miisod nloii.l.
"I wonder how ymi would find toward
him?"

"I tli'nk It would just mnU me want
to cr !" sho dimpled nt lilm.

"Why?"
"Just becnuse I'd bo so sorry for

lilm. Sorry becnuso he hadn't had a
chance : sorry because he'd spoiled
things; sorry becnuse in tho end he'd
have to pay, oh po heavily! sorry

he was the sort of man no oup
could tint faith In."

And that hurt!
Ashe laughed and Hnld turned to

him with her former curious look. Hut,
somewhere within him, there where n
shadow had touched a little while ago.
he winced. For in nil his life lie had
never broken fnlth with man, woman
or child.

"You sec," she summed it nil up.
"he's making 11 terr'b'e mc of every-thin-

That Is if he Is human. And
of course some duy he'll bo sorry. Sup.
poso that ho should grow to be n man
of thirty and thnt ho should never have
been caught. Suppose, then, thnt he
hnd hi family; that ho had n little
boy, like Honnle here. And that then
ho was arrested "
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